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The IELB Integral Mission reaches 

rural and urban areas in Bolivia. In 

2017 new congregations and diaco-

nal works are being planted in the 

cities of Santa Cruz, Tarija and Co-

chabamba. 

Quechua and Aymara languages are 

the language of the heart with which 

express love, faith, and feelings, 

while Spanish is a language for for-

mal communication. This diversity 

is a gift that God makes to the peo-

ples of South America and also to 

the churches of the Lutheran com-

munion. 

In the photo the staff of IELB, in July 

2017 
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Keeping in Mind Global Mission In South America 

Southern Cone 
Regional Representative 
Accompanying the churches in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, 
and Peru in their mission and service 

My name is Gustavo Driau, regional representative of 

ELCA / Global Mission for South America. I was born in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, father of three daughters and a 

son, and grandfather of 5 grandchildren. I am a result of 

the diaconal and missionary effort of the Lutheran 

Church because I knew the Gospel of grace by studying 

in the basic schools founded by the ELCA in South 

America. 

I have been director of diakonia, mission and develop-

ment in the church in Argentina and Uruguay, and from 

2010 to 2016 coordinator of the Sustainability Program 

of the FLM / LAC churches. I am a not-ordained church 

member, and extremely happy of my vocation and my 

ministry accompanying the churches in South America 

as regional representative.  

Gustavo.Driau@elca.org  

Worldwide, the 

number of people 

starving is greater 

than the population 

of the U.S., Canada, 

and E.U. combined. 

mailto:Gustavo.Driau@elca.org


Clean Water Programs 
Continue to Prosper 
 

YOUR SUPPORT  

A COMMITMEMNT WITH GLOBAL MISSION 

 HERE’S HOW TO GIVE:  

Give through your synod office or mail your check to: 

ELCA, Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merri-

field, VA 22116-8009.  

By credit or debit card:  

https://community.elca.org/Argentina-Uruguay or call 

800-638-3522  

By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish 

a covenant of prayer, communication and support con-

tact globalchurch@elca.org   

 

Global Church Sunday... 
 is coming in October!  

Is there a way we can help you celebrate?   

Acrux and Gracrux,  
And the Lutheran Churches 
of the Southern Cross 

Acrux and Gracrux are the names of two the stars in the Southern Cross 

constellation (Crux). An imaginary line that begins in Gracrux and passes 

through Acrux indicates very close to the terrestrial South. 

The Lutheran Church of the Southern Cross was the name of the oldest 

Spanish-speaking mission that the missionaries, of what is now ELCA, be-

gan in South America in 1908. 

The church took that name because the sky looks very different from the 

south of the planet; but not only the sky but also the history, life, faith and 

mission of the church are different looking at them from the south. 

In those days the missionary pastors were men only, they traveled by ship 

for months, and they were sent by Missionary Boards of the churches. 

In the twenty-first century women are also missionaries, the means of trans-

portation and communications have changed, as well as the sense and mis-

sionary action of the ELCA. 

The global mission is based on the accompaniment model. It is the local 

churches in each country that carry out the mission, and are accompanied 

by theological and pastoral educators, as well as by experts in health, lan-

guages and human rights, and in other disciplines if necessary. 

It is no longer a Missionary Board that carries out the mission, it is the 

whole ELCA: its congregations and pastors, its synods and bishops, and 

many leaders and members responding to God's call to participate in the 

global mission of his church. 

How attentive are you to participating in the global mission 
of your church? 

How much do you participate in global mission in your con-
gregation? 

Et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 

verunt lectores legere me lius quod ii 

legunt saepius. Claritas est etiam pro. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

-The Bishops and boards of the churches in South 
America, for prudent, wise and transformative de-
cisions-making processes 

-The diakonia services and programs in every 
church, and brothers and sisters committed with 
this services. 

-The missionaries in Colombia and Chile:  

-Curtis Kline, Katie Kline, serving in IELCO/
Colombia 

-Ryana Holt, serving in IELCH, Chile 

-Linda Gawthorne, serving Kogui communities/
Colombia 

-The celebrations on the Reformation 500, in every 
church over next months 

-The Global Mission Committees, groups, and 
teams in every ELCA Synod and congregation 


